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One discourse? 



Research questions 

 

How are the terms ‘scientific integrity’ and ‘research integrity’ 

used and understood in the scientific and public discourse? 

 

How has this developed over time? 

 

Descriptive study on the usage of ‘integrity’ in written 

documents 

• Scientists 

• Policymakers  

• (Newspaper) journalists   

 Data 

Theoretical framework  Results 

Method    Conclusion 

Research questions  Data 

Theoretical framework  Results 

Methods   Conclusion 



Dimensions of definitions 

Definitions of integrity and misconduct differ in various 

dimensions: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Narrow vs. Broad 

Value-based vs. Norm-based  

Components of research 
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Methods  

Scientometric- and content analysis techniques to study large 

amounts of texts 

 

• Word-counts 

• Co-occurrence analysis 

• Theme recognition and co-occurrence 
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Co-occurrence  

network 
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Data 

• Web of Science (637 articles) 

• Science and Nature (49 articles) 

Scientific publications 

• LexisNexis (53 articles) 

English newspaper articles 

• Temporal division (20 documents) 

• Geographical division (36 documents) 

Policy documents 
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Results: Timing 
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Results: usage and understanding 

Documents Narrow vs. Broad Value-based vs. 

Norm-based 

Components of 

research 

Scientific publications Broad Value-based Authorship 

Methodology 

Society 

Old policy documents Broad Value-based Society 

Methodology 

Recent policy 

documents 

Narrow Norm-based  Finance 

Newspaper articles No clear indication for 

either 

Minor shift from value- 

to norm-based 

Shift from society 

towards finance 
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Conclusion 

‘Integrity’ in science has not always been subject to debate – only for several 

decades.  

- Attention is growing rapidly 

 

 

The discourse on scientific integrity is different in the scientific and the public 

domain 

- Major differences between scientists’ and policymakers’ approach 
 Narrow       Broad 

 Value based    Norm based 

 Different components of research 
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Theoretical framework  Results 

Methods   Conclusion 




